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and air their erudition, that is, their knowledge of
the traditions, as they interpret them according to
their respective schools, and end with a few wandering,
lifeless sentences in condemnation of all heretics, in con-
tempt of this life, and in praise of the world to come. A
philosopher would consider their sermons ridiculous. The
freethinkers of the times of 'Omar and 'AH had no sound
excuse for raising their voices against the priests, who were
then the guides of the mind as well as those of the conduct.
But the wonder now is that a Faithful can be found to obey
the behests of these tradition-ridden miracle-mongers, who
do nothing to lessen the breach between the sects, but
leave the more enlightened laymen to lead the way to re-
union.

Muhammad set these miracle-mongers a good example.
For we read that when Muaz was appointed Governor of
Yemen he was asked by the Prophet by what rule he would
be guided in the administration of the province. " By the
law of the Kurdn," said Muaz. " But if you-find no direc-
tion therein ? " " Then I will act according to the example
of the Prophet/' " But if that fails?" "Then I will
exercise my own judgment." Muhammad not only
approved of the answer of his follower, but also advised
his other representatives to follow the same rule of
conduct That rule ought to be written over the door
of every mosque in I slim. My Meccan experiences
prove this, that the faith of the priest is stagnant from
the want of the breath of reason. In its decadence
I slim is priest - begotten and priest-ridden. In its
purity it was full of the spirit of the Holy Ghost, a re-
ligion simple and sincere, whereof such men as 'AH and
'Omar were made. The founder would be the first to
cleanse the minds of his present-day disciples of the false
traditions that have been ascribed to him. He would bid